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woman and make her ill, if she has accidentally killed it with
her hoe and flung away the body in the long grass instead of
carrying it to her husband and confessing her fault.1
Propitia-          Another formidable beast whose life the savage hunter

tionofdead ta^es with joy, yet with fear and trembling, is the whale.
Tmo^the After  the  slaughter of  a whale  the  maritime   Koryak of
Koryak,     north-eastern Siberia hold a communal festival, the essential
part of which " is based on the conception that the whale
killed has come on a visit to the village ; that it is staying
for some time, during which it is treated with great respect ;
that it then returns to the sea to repeat its visit the following
year ; that it will induce its relatives to come along, telling
them of the hospitable reception that has been accorded to it.
According to the Koryak ideas, the whales, like all other
animals, constitute one tribe, or  rather  family, of  related
individuals, who  live  in  villages  like the Koryak.     They
avenge the murder of one of their number, and are grateful
for kindnesses  that they may have  received."2    As large
whales are now rarely seen in the bays of the Okhotsk Sea,
the  Koryak  at   the   present  time   generally  celebrate  the
festival for a white whale.    One such festival was witnessed
by Mr. W. Jochelson, at the village of Kuel, in October 1900.
A white whale had been caught in the nets, and as the sea
was partially frozen, the carcase had to be brought ashore in
a sledge.    When it was seen nearing the beach, a number of
women, arrayed  in  their  long  embroidered  dancing-coats,
went forth to meet and welcome it, carrying lighted fire-
brands in. their hands.    To carry burning fire-brands from
the hearth is  the  ancient  Koryak  fashion of greeting an
honoured guest    Strictly speaking, the women who go forth
to welcome a whale to the house should wear masks of sedge-
grass on their faces as well as dancing-coats on their bodies,
and should carry sacrificial alder branches as well as fire-
about sheep is that they give health to     because she feared its ghost; she would
cattle  and prevent   them  from being     call her husband to take it away " (op.
struck by lightning.    Hence a sheep     cit. p. 425).
is often herded with cows to serve as

a  sort of lightning - conductor.     See         * W. Jochelson,  The Koryak (Ley-
J. Roscoe, op. cit. p. 421.                        den and New York, 1908), p. 66 (The

1 Rev. J. Roscoe, op. cit. pp. 423 Jcsuj> North Pacific Expedition^ vol. vi.,
sq. Further, " if a man's dog died in Memoir of the American Museum of
the house, his wife dared not touch it, Natural History].